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JMU Furious Flower honors Toni Morrison
n one of his first acts as president,
Jonathan Alger joined honored
guest Maya Angelou and presented a lifetime achievement
award to Toni Morrison in front
of thousands at Virginia Tech's
Pamplin Hall.
The award ceremony was a collaboration between JMU Furious Flower Center Director Joanne Gabbin and Virginia
Tech poet Nikki Giovanni.
India Arie, Sonia Sanchez, Jericho
Brown and Rita Dove were among the
other literary and musical guests who
presented and performed at the October
tribute, "Sheer Good Fortune."
Alger's remarks described Morrison's
and Angelou's contributions to literature
and the significance today of writing and
the arts. "Great writing touches the soul
and helps us to see and experience the
world in new ways."
Gabbin and Furious Flower are known
for large-scale poetry events, the most
recent being a collaboration with Giovanni
- the "73 Poems for 73 Years" - a 2010
memorial tribute to Lucille Clifton. The
obvious absence of the guest of honor,
however, was something neither Gabbin
nor Giovanni could shake off. "We said

it was a shame that Lucille was not here
to know how people read and owned her
work," Gabbin recalls. "Nikki said 'we
should do one for a living writer so she can
be in the audience and experience it."'
Thus "Sheer Good Fortune" was born,
with hopes to bring a voice to the arts
around the country. Gabbin followed up
by producing a "Sheer Good Fortune"
documentary DVD and a commemorative booklet highlighting Morrison's
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work. "The program was one day," Gabbin says. "Now it will last."
Gabbin is now planning the third
epic event in her signature poetry conference series. "Furious Flower: Seeding
the Future of African American Poetry"
is slated for Sept. 23-27, 2014, and will
honor Rita Dove. The poetry conference
will focus on the impact of the newer
generation of African-American poets. ffi

* Learn more at www.jmu.edu/furiousffower

Renewing the Madison and Montpelier partnership BY JIM HEFFERNAN (' 96)

J

MU has an important ally in its
goal to bring more attention to the
life and legacy of fourth President
James Madison.
Katherine L. "Kat" Imhoff is
the new president and chief executive officer of the Montpelier Foundation, which
manages the 2,650-acre Madison family
estate in Orange County. Imhoff returns
to Virginia after a successful five-year tenure as state director of the Nature Conservancy in Montana. She previously served
as chief operating officer and vice president of the Thomas Jefferson Foundation
at Monticello, executive director of the
Preservation Alliance of Virginia and chair
of the Virginia Outdoors Foundation.
She says she is inspired by the intellectual legacy of James Madison, which is
brought to life in the mansion, gardens and
grounds at Montpelier, and in new JMU
president Jonathan R. Alger she has found
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JMU President Jonathan R. Alger and
Montpelier Foundation President Kat
Imhoff say they want to deepen the JMU/
Montpelier partnership at all levels academically, socially and historically.
"Our hope is that every JMU student,
before they graduate, has a chance to be
with us," Imhoff says.

"a legal scholar with a deep appreciation of
the impact ofJames Madison on our government and our constitutionalism."

JMU's relationship with Montpelier began more than 25 years ago when
Clarence Geier, professor of archaeology,
arranged an archaeology field school on
site. Students and faculty members have
been participating in digs there ever since.
During his remarks at Montpelier on
the 262nd anniversary of James Madison's birth, Alger announced that faculty at JMU and Montpelier are working
together to create a course abo ut James
Madison's ideas. The course will include
online and in-person instruction and visits to the estate. JMU will also honor the
memory ofJames Madison's wife Dolley,
herself an intellectual and social force ,
through a new initiative called Women
for M adison that will celebrate the viral
role women play in leading and cultivatm
ing a culture of philanthropy.

* Learn more about Montpelier at
www.montpelier.org.
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